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The notification dated November 9, 2020, has added two entries – 22A
and 22B to the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules,
1961.

These two entries are:
• Films and audiovisual programs made available by online content providers.
• News and current affairs on online platforms.

Copyright & User Generated Content 
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Image Source:  https://petapixel.com/2017/04/28/khloe-kardashian-sued-posting-copyrighted-photo-instagram/
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Recent updates across the globe
● Digital Services Act passed by European Union in August 2023 

○ The DSA also prohibits targeting vulnerable categories of people, including 
children, with ads. Platforms like Snapchat and TikTok will stop allowing teen 
users to be targeted by ads based on their online activities.

● Online Safety Bill passed in the UK on 20 September 2023.

○ The bill criminalizes some online activity, such as cyberflashing, which is sending 
someone unwanted explicit images. The law applies to any internet company, no 
matter where it’s based as long as a U.K. user can access its services. Companies 
that don’t fall in line face fines of up to 18 million pounds ($22 million) or 10% of 
annual global sales, whichever is greater.
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In lining 

Copyright & Streaming media 

 Musical 
Composition rights

 Sound recording 
rights  
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• Non-interactive streaming through the Radio 
program; and 

• Interactive streaming together with offline listening.

SOUND RECORDING

● Performance License (individual 
negotiations & payment to record 
labels )

● Distribution License ( individual 
negotiations & payments to 
record labels) 

MUSICAL WORK
● Performance License (PROs)
● Distribution License  (Payments)
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Section 31D

Copyright Act, 1957

Broadcast :  communication 
to the public (i) by any means 
of wireless diffusion, whether 
in any one or more of the 
forms of signs, sounds or 
visual images; or (ii) by wire, 
and includes a re-broadcast
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Tips Industries v/s Wynk Music India Pvt Ltd 
Notice of Motion (L) No. 197 of 2018 IN Commercial Suit IP (L) No. 114 of 2018

● The Court held that Wynk could not invoke the provisions on statutory
licensing under the Copyright Act in respect of their download/purchase
business.

● Download and purchase features amounted to sale and commercial
rental, respectively

● Commercial rental/sale was distinct from communicating the sound
recording to the public

● Provisions on statutory licensing under the Copyright Act only applied to
communication to the public by way of broadcast

● The Court held that the provisions on statutory licensing were restricted
to only television and radio broadcasting, and did not include streaming
services
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Please feel free to reach me at 
nsalar01@qub.ac.uk for any queries/concerns. 

I am also active on Linkedin
(https://www.linkedin.com/in/niharika-salar/)

THANK YOU & ALL THE BEST
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